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Commodity Futures Trading Commission § 1.20

which is operating pursuant to a guar-
antee agreement, nor do such provi-
sions apply to an applicant for reg-
istration as an introducing broker who 
files concurrently with such applica-
tion a guarantee agreement, provided 
such introducing broker or applicant 
therefor is not also a securities broker 
or dealer. 

[48 FR 35288, Aug. 3, 1983, as amended at 49 
FR 39530, Oct. 9, 1984; 62 FR 4641, Jan. 31, 
1997]

PROHIBITED TRADING IN COMMODITY 
OPTIONS

§ 1.19 Prohibited trading in certain 
‘‘puts’’ and ‘‘calls’’. 

No futures commission merchant or 
introducing broker may make, under-
write, issue, or otherwise assume any 
financial responsibility for the fulfill-
ment of, any commodity option except: 

(a) Commodity options traded on or 
subject to the rules of a contract mar-
ket in accordance with the require-
ments of part 33 of this chapter; 

(b) Commodity options traded on or 
subject to the rules of a foreign board 
of trade in accordance with the re-
quirements of part 30 of this chapter; 
or 

(c) For futures commission mer-
chants, any option permitted under 
§ 32.4 of this chapter, provided however, 
that a capital treatment for such op-
tions is referenced in § 1.17(c)(5)(vi). 

[52 FR 28997, Aug. 5, 1987, as amended at 58 
FR 68520, Dec. 28, 1993]

CUSTOMERS’ MONEY, SECURITIES, AND 
PROPERTY

§ 1.20 Customer funds to be segregated 
and separately accounted for. 

(a) All customer funds shall be sepa-
rately accounted for and segregated as 
belonging to commodity or option cus-
tomers. Such customer funds when de-
posited with any bank, trust company, 
clearing organization or another fu-
tures commission merchant shall be 
deposited under an account name 
which clearly identifies them as such 
and shows that they are segregated as 
required by the Act and this part. Each 
registrant shall obtain and retain in its 
files for the period provided in § 1.31 a 
written acknowledgment from such 

bank, trust company, clearing organi-
zation, or futures commission mer-
chant, that it was informed that the 
customer funds deposited therein are 
those of commodity or option cus-
tomers and are being held in accord-
ance with the provisions of the Act and 
this part: Provided, however, that an ac-
knowledgment need not be obtained 
from a clearing organization that has 
adopted and submitted to the Commis-
sion rules that provide for the segrega-
tion as customer funds, in accordance 
with all relevant provisions of the Act 
and the rules and orders promulgated 
thereunder, of all funds held on behalf 
of customers. Under no circumstances 
shall any portion of customer funds be 
obligated to a clearing organization, 
any member of a contract market, a fu-
tures commission merchant, or any de-
pository except to purchase, margin, 
guarantee, secure, transfer, adjust or 
settle trades, contracts or commodity 
option transactions of commodity or 
option customers. No person, including 
any clearing organization or any depos-
itory, that has received customer funds 
for deposit in a segregated account, as 
provided in this section, may hold, dis-
pose of, or use any such funds as be-
longing to any person other than the 
option or commodity customers of the 
futures commission merchant which 
deposited such funds. 

(b) All customer funds received by a 
clearing organization from a member 
of the clearing organization to pur-
chase, margin, guarantee, secure or 
settle the trades, contracts or com-
modity options of the clearing mem-
ber’s commodity or option customers 
and all money accruing to such com-
modity or option customers as the re-
sult of trades, contracts or commodity 
options so carried shall be separately 
accounted for and segregated as be-
longing to such commodity or option 
customers, and a clearing organization 
shall not hold, use or dispose of such 
customer funds except as belonging to 
such commodity or option customers. 
Such customer funds when deposited in 
a bank or trust company shall be de-
posited under an account name which 
clearly shows that they are the cus-
tomer funds of the commodity or op-
tion customers of clearing members, 
segregated as required by the Act and 
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